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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2022.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Thomas, Walsh  
 
In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Public Service Director Randazzo, 

Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook, Recreation Coordinator Jenzen, Main Street 
Director Willcock, and City Planner Jackson. 

 
The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Thomas, to approve the Consent Agenda 
consisting of the following: 
 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on March 21, 2022. 
 

 2. Invoices 
  a.  McKenna – Master Plan Update – February 2022, $6,000 
  b.  Great Lakes Water Authority – Sewage, March 2022, $74,100 
  c.  Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick Inc. – TV & Clean Med Priority Sewers from 07, 
            2/14/22 – 3/13/22, $13,342.52 
 

3. Approval and adoption of Resolution setting a public hearing date for the proposed 2022-23 
budget for Monday, May 9, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
4. Approval of Special Event Application for the Grosse Pointe Pride March on June 18, 2022. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 2022 SINGLE LOT ASSESSMENTS 
 
The City of Grosse Pointe provides for the collection of delinquent water and sewage charges in Section 48 of 
the Grosse Pointe City Charter. Section 1.15 of the Grosse Pointe City Code directs the City Assessor to prepare 
a Single Lot Assessment Roll of such delinquent charges and for any expenses incurred by the City in providing 
other services, together with a penalty of 10%. The unpaid charges and penalties are then considered a lien 
against the property and are placed on the 2022 City tax bill for collection. 
 
Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment. Hearing no additional comments, the Mayor closed public comment. 
 
Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Thomas, to approve the 2022 Single Lot 
Assessment Roll, as submitted. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION FEE SCHEDULE 
 
Recreation Coordinator Jenzen made the following report: 
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Recently City staff took a very close look at the Parks and Recreation fees as they have not been increased in 
over a decade. However, with the significant rise in personnel costs and operating costs associated with 
providing parks and recreation activities, increases in many of the Parks and Recreation fees are recommended.  
The fee increased will generate $11,000 of additional revenue.  Discussion took place regarding whether the 
increase in cost will affect participation levels.  It was noted that fees remain under costs charged by neighboring 
communities and enrollment levels remain up from 2019. 
 
Motion by Council Member Stempfle, second by Council Member Parthum, that the proposed Parks and 
Recreation fee schedule be adopted as submitted, effective on May 1, 2022. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOTPED. 
 
CHARLEVOIX SEWER REPAIR 
 
Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 
 
In March, the City Council approved the bid award to Pipetek Industrial Services for a sectional sewer lining of 
a 20-inch sewer on Charlevoix. During the cleaning of the sewer pipe prior to installation of the sewer liner, the 
contractor notified the City that conditions did not allow the pipe to be lined.  Due to this, the City solicited bids 
to make a repair using a more traditional open cut method to dig a hole to access the pipe and make the 
necessary repair.  Three bids were received: 
 
 Fontana Construction   $  38,500 
 Robert Clancy Contracting Inc.  $  51,950 
 Diponio Contracting Inc.   $150,400 
 
Fontana Construction is qualified to complete the project and was the contractor for the City’s open cut and pipe 
bursting sewer repair project in 2013-14.  While this project was not budgeted, sufficient funds are available in 
the Water and Sewer Utilities Fund. 
 
Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Fries, to award the bid of $38,500 to Fontana 
Construction for the Charlevoix sewer repair and cancel the contract with Pipetek Industrial Services after 
settlement for services performed. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
GLWA SURCHARGE 
 
City Manager Dame made the following report: 
 
The Great Lakes Water Authority is an intergovernmental consortium of local governments established under 
the authority of state law as part of the Detroit bankruptcy settlement.  This regional authority, of which the City 
of Grosse Pointe is a member, was created to handle the regional distribution of water and regional handling of 
wastewater in southeastern Michigan.  GLWA provides wastewater services to the City of Grosse Pointe, not 
water services. In the budget approved by the GLWA Board, a surcharge to water and wastewater participants 
was added to recover bad debt from Highland Park for unpaid water and wastewater charges.  In the City’s case, 
approximately $18,000 will be added as a surcharge to the City’s waste water invoices of $918,200 from GLWA 
for the fiscal year starting July 1, 2022. There is not a question about whether GLWA can approve such surcharge 
for recovery of a bad debt, or whether the charge was properly proportioned to GLWA water or sewer customers.  
Some participants including Grosse Pointe Farms, have stated they will refuse to pay the impending surcharge 
as a means to draw attention to the need to urgently resolve the long-standing non-payment dispute by Highland 
Park over its water and wastewater charges.  Only the City Council can choose to withhold such payment. 
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Discussion took place regarding the surcharge and if payment was withheld, placing the funds in escrow until an 
alternative resolution was found. It was noted that the City of Grosse Pointe has also joined with other 
municipalities in asking Governor Whitmer to intervene and resolve the matter through means other than a 
surcharge. City Attorney Kennedy discussed the GLWA contract, mediation and a potential contract late fee 
charge of 1.5% per month. Additional discussion also took place regarding information and options available 
through the Conference of Eastern Wayne. 
 
Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Stempfle, to authorize City staff to withhold 
payment of the Highland Park surcharge for bad debt and place the withheld funds in escrow. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
The City Council convened as the Planning Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION – BED AND BREAKFAST 
 
City Planner Jackson gave a PowerPoint presentation on the pros and cons of a Bed and Breakfast use within 
the City Code.  Mr. Jackson provided details defining what a Bed and Breakfast is, occupancy requirements and 
potential regulation of the use.  Discussion took place and Mr. Jackson answered various Commission questions. 
 
The City Council reconvened. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Public Service Director Randazzo reported on the Household Hazardous Waste Day which had 325 participants.  
Main Street Director Willcock provided an update on events planned in The Village, most notably the return of 
Music on The Plaza beginning in July.  Paint the Windows and the Sidewalk Sale are planned for August.  
Recreation Coordinator Jenzen reported that the Spring Egg Hunt was successful with 140 children attending 
the event on a beautiful day.  City Manager Dame reported on a recent house fire on St. Clair. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
The City Council commented on the following topics: 
 

• Appreciation was expressed to City staff for their continued good work.  The Mayor shared 
compliments she received about Public Safety Officers assisting a resident. 

• Appreciation for street and pothole repairs and the importance of infrastructure maintenance. 
• The Grosse Pointe Foundation has made a donation to the Kercheval Trolley. 
• Budget Hearing will be conducted on May 9, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

 
 
On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 
 City of Grosse Pointe 


